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Academy of Television Arts & Sciences honors attorney

BY CHRISTINE L. MOBLEY
Legal News

Henry Baskin of The Baskin Law Firm
PC. in Birmingham will be honored by the
Michigan Chapter of the National Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences (NATAS) as a
Silver Circle® inductee on Sunday, February
25, at noon at The Townsend Hotel in Birm-
ingham.

The Silver Circle honors media profession-
als who began their careers in television at
least 25 years ago, either in a performing, cre-
ative, technical or administrative role within
the industry or in an area related to television.
Baskin is one of seven Michigan residents
being inducted to the Silver Circle.

Baskin’s contributions to the broadcast
industry over the years, both behind the
scenes and in front of the camera, encompass
the reasons for his induction into the Silver
Circle.

Baskin has represented entertainment/
media personalities in Metro Detroit since the
1970s beginning with many names in
Motown. Recognizing television as a great
medium, Baskin began representing several
area on-air personalities. His practice also
includes family law.
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“I can say it’s very humbling that

' people in the industry have decided to
" do this and it makes it even more
y | meaningful.”

~—Henry Baskin

Besides legal representation, Baskin has
also been a host of several public affair shows
including “Due Process,” which has been
broadcast for more than 20 years.

“Due Process,” which aired on WDIV-TV
4 and cable channels throughout the state, is a
public service program presenting legal topics
of interest to the general public and was a
Joint effort of WDIV-TV 4 and the Oakland
County Bar Associaion.

“I guess if you do something long enough,
somebody will recognize it in some form or
fashion,” Baskin said. “Because (the Silver
Circle) is a peer award, it has a lot of meaning
to me. 1 can say it’s very humbling that people

in the industry have decided to do this and it
makes it even more meaningful”

Vida Gaizutis, WDIV-TV 4 video editor,
noted that Baskin has somewhat broadened
the spectrum of what people normally would
interpret as broadcasting.

“Baskin is a great example of the diversity
of our television medium today,” Gaizutis, Sil-
ver Circle chairperson and past Silver Circle
inductee, said.

“It’s a great opportunity to bring the dis-
cussion of law to a broader audience. Baskin
shows that the television medium is not just
about news but allows us to use the medium
to discuss law related issues. His induction

represents the diversity of the NATAS organi-
zation,” Gaizutis noted.

Baskin is also proud of the outreach and
wealth of information that was provided
through “Due Process.”

“I think (*Due Process’) has improved the
image of lawyers. What ['m really most proud
of is that is has given us a forum to demon-
strate exactly who we are, and by ‘we’ 1 mean
the entire system as a whole.

“(The show) put people in touch with
lawyers on a different level than they'd ever
been. A lot of lawyers who've been on the
show have said that they'd received calls and
were able to help people...It’s a good thing.

“Every door to the law was opened and
discussed and that’s what it’s about,” BAskin
added.

He earned his law degree from Wayne
State University Law School and received an
honorary Doctorate from Central Mic chigan
University.

Baskin is a member of the American, Fed-
eral, Oakland and Macomb bar associations,
State Bar of Michigan, and the American
Judicature Society.

For tickets to attend the Silver Circle lun-
cheon, contact Stacia Mottley at (248) 388-
1697.
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